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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2018  
 
10:00 - 11:30 am   AAIDD-WI Annual Meeting   
 (Optional - Open to all AAIDD Members) 
 
12:30 - 1:00 pm    Registration  
 
1:00 - 4:00 pm      Keynote Session  
 
4:00 - 6:00 pm        Reception 
                           

 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2018 

 
7:45 - 8:15 am     Registration and Continental Breakfast  
 
8:15 - 8:30 am  Welcome and Opening Remarks  
 
8:30 - 10:00 am  Keynote Session  
 
10:00 - 10:15 am   Break 
  
10:15 - 11:45 am Breakout 1 
   
11:45 - 12:45 pm  Lunch 
 
12:45 - 2:15 pm  Breakout 2 
  
2:15 - 2:30 pm  Break 
 
2:30 - 4:00 pm  Breakout 3 
  
4:00 pm  Conference Conclusion 
           
 
 
 

Tim Grove 
 

Tim Grove is the Chief Clinical Officer at 
SaintA and serves as the senior leader  
responsible for the trauma informed care 
initiatives across all agency programs. Mr. 
Grove received his bachelor’s degree in  
Social Work from  Wartburg College and his  
Master’s degree in Social Work from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.   
 
Mr. Grove has more than 20 years of professional experience in a  
variety of direct care and administrative positions including, in-home 
services, foster care, treatment foster care, residential treatment, 
child welfare, community based services, quality improvement and 
staff development.  He was responsible for the implementation of 
SaintA’s trauma informed care philosophy and practices, including  
spearheading the implementation of Dr. Bruce Perry’s  
Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics (NMT) across all agency  
programs and creating the Trauma Informed Care training curriculum 
which centers around the Seven Essential Ingredients (7ei) definition 
of how best to understand and implement trauma informed care.   
 
Mr. Grove is a Mentor with the Child Trauma Academy, a Master 
Trainer in Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Interface, and a  
former Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) and Mandt instructor.  He has 
trained more than 20,000 people in trauma informed practices across 
the country.  These groups include child welfare staff, foster parents,  
judges and other legal system attorneys, boys and girls clubs,  
churches, business leaders, doctors and nurses and many other 
groups.  
 

Valerie Bradley  
 

Valerie J. Bradley is currently President 
Emerita of the Human Services Research 
Institute (HSRI). Ms. Bradley has directed 
numerous state and federal policy  
evaluations that have contributed to the  
expansion, enhancement and  
responsiveness of services and support to 
people with disabilities and their families. 
She helped to design skills standards for human services workers,  
conducted a study to translate the experience with decentralization in 
Scandinavia to an American context, was the principal investigator of a 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) technical  
assistance initiative in quality assurance, and is the senior advisor to a 
national 46 state initiative on performance measurement, the National 
Core Indicators. Ms. Bradley will be presenting on both national and 
Wisconsin trends at our conference.  

Schedule-at-a-Glance 

For a complete list of Presenter 
Bios, visit our website:  

www.aaiddwi.org 
 

Keynote Presenters 

About the Conference 

http://www.aaiddwi.org/
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Trauma Informed Care: A Role for All Disciplines - Presented 
by Tim Grove, MSW 
 
Date: Thursday, February 8, 2018  
Time: 1:00 - 4:00 pm  
 
Recent scientific findings clearly detail trauma's prevalence and  
compel all of us to prioritize its prevention, care and treatment. The 
scope of the challenge is too large for the solution to be addressed 
by the traditional clinical disciplines - it requires a commitment by all 
disciplines and all people. SaintA has been at the forefront of rallying 
an ecological approach to addressing trauma for the past 10 
years. Our experience has offered perspective on the key ingredients 
of Trauma Informed Care (TIC) and how to operationalize  
implementation at the individual, group and organizational level. 
This presentation will briefly outline the urgency around TIC practice 
and delve into practical solutions for response. We will also share 
some data that suggest TIC can create powerful individual and group 
outcomes.     
 

Celebrating Our Victories. . . And Looking to the Future -  
Presented by Valerie Bradley, MA 
 
Date: Friday, February 9, 2018  
Time: 8:30 - 10:00 am  
 
The field of intellectual and developmental disabilities has enjoyed 
consistent and dramatic progress over the past several  
decades.  From a future of institutionalization or isolation and  
inactivity at home, many people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities can now look forward to a life of inclusion and  
participation in their communities.  There are many milestones that 
mark the path of reform, including landmark federal laws and legal 
advocacy.  There are also important “heroes” in our history who 
have made important contributions and who have helped to shape 
our current assumptions and vision.  Today we are facing some  
immediate challenges including workforce shortages, escalating  
Medicaid costs and uncertainty at the federal level.  Data from  
National Core Indicators data also show important trends in terms of 
growth of individuals diagnosed with autism, the numbers of  
individuals taking psychotropic medications, the numbers of  
individuals with guardians, and the growing numbers of individuals 
living at home into adulthood.  This presentation will conclude by 
looking forward to the challenges ahead and recommend tools and 
strategies that we will need to maintain the positive trajectory of the 
intellectual and developmental disabilities system in the United 
States. 
 
 

Session A: An Overview of the Intellectual and Development 
Disability System in Wisconsin:  What Does National Core 
Indicator Data Tell Us? - Presented by Valerie Bradley, MA 
 
In 2016-2017, Wisconsin collected data on the experiences and  
outcomes of a sample of individuals receiving public supports in the 
state using the National Core Indicators (NCI) Adult Consumer  
Survey.  The state also canvassed families with children with  
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) through the NCI 
Child and Family Survey.  This presentation will include some of the 
results of these data collection efforts in areas such choice,  
employment, inclusion, and health and safety and will compare WI 
performance with national norms.  Ms. Bradley will also focus on 
those results that have particular relevance to the HCBS Settings 
Rule that was promulgated by the Centers for Medicare and  
Medicaid Services (CMS) in January 2014. 

 
Session B: Mind and Memory Matters: Early Detection &  
Diagnosis of Dementia for Persons with Intellectual and   
Developmental Disabilities  - Presented by Brenda Bauer, 
MBA and Jeremy Gundlach  
 
People with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDD) are 
living longer due to advances in medical care, advocacy, and living  
circumstances. Six (6) in ten (10) individuals with Down syndrome 
will develop dementia in their lifetimes, and many more people with 
IDD will also experience early-onset dementia. This interactive and 
evidence-informed workshop covers the basic concepts of care of 
an adult with IDD and dementia and is intended to provide  
guidance for family members and direct care workers while  
maintaining the essence of the individual.  Content contributed by 
the National Task Group (NTG) including the National Task Group–
Early Detection Screen for Dementia (NTG-EDSD).      
 

Session C: Horse Power!  The Human-Equine Connection and 
Special Needs  - Presented by Jennifer Pape, PATH Intl., CTRI 
 
This workshop explores the many ways horses can improve the lives 
of those with special needs.  From helping to increase physical 
strength and endurance, to fostering social engagement and  
improving attention and focus, horses have a unique ability to 
bridge the gap where traditional therapies leave off.  Come and find 
out through case examples how horses have positively impacted so 
many children and adults with special needs, including their families 
and friends.   

Breakout Sessions 1 Keynote Presentations 

Session Descriptions 
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Session A: Intellectual and Development Disabilities and the 
Criminal Justice System - Presented by Gary Eckstein, MA  
 
This presentation will focus on a discussion of the literature and best 
practices surrounding persons with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and law enforcement. Emphasis will be on networking 
and conducting training with law enforcement agencies to prevent 
misunderstandings, escalation of behaviors and aggressive acting 
out.    

 
Session B: Physiological Health Considerations Behavior  
Support Planning - Presented by Bridget Sabesan, RN  
 

A best practice in determining the function of any change in mood or 
behavior is to first rule out possible medical conditions that could be 
contributing towards the change in condition.  This presentation  
emphasizes the importance of first assessing for these physiological 
health triggers, ways to incorporate this information into our  
behavior support plans, and how to optimize our relationships with 
health care practitioners.  Attendees will be invited to participate in a 
group discussion about a series of case scenarios designed to mimic 
those encountered by caregivers in the field.   

 
Session C: Caregiver Capacity - Presented by Lea Denny, MS-
CMHC, LPC-IT, NCC  
 
In order to holistically address caregiver capacity, this session will 
cover key points of Trauma Informed Care (TIC) and touch upon Dr. 
Bruce Perry's work with Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics 
(NMT) and his new caregiver capacity tool. From there we will  
discuss how to identify signs and risks of vicarious trauma and  
compassion fatigue for caregivers and professional helpers. Lastly, 
you will learn how to recognize ways to respond to distress, burnout, 
and isolation along with self-care practices and compassion-focused 
exercises.  
 
 

Session A: Brain Injury: Through the Looking Glass -  
Presented by Linda Draayers , FAAIDD 
 
In this seminar we will explore the difficulties that individuals with 
brain injuries face in daily life.  No two injuries are alike and many of 
the struggles for individuals with a brain injury are not readily  
noticeable.  We will discuss techniques and therapies that are  
effective in working with individuals with a brain injury.  We will also 
take a brief look at some cutting-edge treatments and new  
advancements in detecting brain injuries. 
 

Session B: Is It Pain? - Presented by Marcia Stickel, BSN, RN  
 

Many individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
have difficulty in understanding their pain or telling others about it.  
Their lives can be greatly improved when pain and the cause of pain 
is discovered.  This session will help raise your awareness of pain 
possibilities that may negatively affect people you know.  It will be 
presented with a realistic, practical perspective by a nurse who  
understands. The session will cover: Causes of pain, pain  
prevention, behavior – a clue to pain, practical ways to help and 
what to share with medical professionals.  

 
Section C: Use of Videos to Improve Health Self-Promotion 
and Participation in Health Lifestyles for Individuals with 
Down Syndrome - Presented by Brian Chicoine, MD  
 

The importance of health literacy to being able to maintain and  
promote one’s health is widely recognized. The American Medical 
Association’s clinician manual on health literacy indicates that those 
with inadequate health literacy have less knowledge about their 
medical conditions and treatment, worse health status, and a higher 
rate of hospitalization than the rest of the population. People with 
disabilities – including people with Down syndrome (DS) – are a 
population that has differences in healthcare and health literacy 
needs which can contribute to health disparities.  Clear  
communication, plain language, and visual communication are  
essential aspects of health literacy. Adolescents and adults with DS 
can and should be encouraged to participate in their own health 
promotion. It has been demonstrated that people with DS learn 
better with input that is visual rather than auditory. Memory for 
videos seems to be particularly strong. Peer-modeling has been 
found to be a particularly effective learning method as a teaching 
method in non-health related education. Research and educational 
efforts to improve our understanding of health promotion for  
adolescents and adults with DS through the use of peer-modeling 
videos will be described. 

Breakout Sessions 3 

Session Descriptions 

Breakout Sessions 2 



5 

On-line Registration 

To receive the student rate, you must provide a copy of your Student 
ID upon registration.  
 
Pay on-line or make checks payable to AAIDD-WI and send to:  

Options for Community Growth, Inc.  
Attn: Dan Drury  
11823 W. Janesville Rd.  
Hales Corners, WI 53130  

 

 

 
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION:  
 
All attendees that register by January 8, 2018 will be entered into a 
drawing for a gift card to the Wilderness Resort. The winner will be 
announced during the conference.  

 
REGISTER AT:  
 
http://www.aaiddwi.org/  
  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  
 
February 2, 2018  

The conference will be held at the Wilderness Resort, 45 Hillman 
Road, Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965, 608-254-1020.  
 
To make room reservations call: 1-800-867-9453 and indicate you 
are with the AAIDD-WI Winter Conference at Glacier Canyon Lodge 
(Reservation# 630716).  The following room rates apply for  
reservations made by January 8th, 2018: 

All registration cancellations must be received in writing.  Email your 
cancellation notice to Dan Drury (ddrury@o4cg.com) or Kristin 
Gremban (kristin.gremban@mychoicefamilycare.org). 
 

• Cancellations received up to 10 business days or more prior to 
the conference will be refunded the full conference fee.  

• Cancellations 4-9 business days prior to the conference will be 
refunded 50% of the full conference fee.  

• Cancellations 1-3 business days prior to the conference, and no-
shows, are subject to payment for the full amount. 

 

REGISTRATION SUBSTITUTION 
 
If a registrant is unable to attend the conference for any reason they 

may substitute, by arrangement with AAIDD-WI, someone else from 

the same organization. Please contact Dan Drury 

(ddrury@o4cg.com or 414-433-1210 ext. 104) or Kristin Gremban 

(kristin.gremban@mychoicefamilycare.org or 414-287-7435)

directly. 

 

CANCELLATION BY AAIDD-WI   
 
AAIDD-WI reserves the right to cancel any training course due to 
insufficient enrollment or unforeseeable circumstances.  
Notice will be provided with the option to reschedule for a future 
conference date or to receive a full refund of registration fees. 

SINGLE DAY   

FEBRUARY 8  FEBRUARY 9  

AAIDD Member………… FREE AAIDD Member………… $90 

Non-AAIDD Member…. $60 Non-AAIDD Member… $100 

Student…………………….. $20 Student…………………….. $30 

 

BOTH DAYS   

AAIDD Member………… $90   

Non-AAIDD Member…. $140   

Student…………………….. $40   

Cancellations 

FEBRUARY 8 & 9  

Single Room ………………....………………………….  $82.00 

Double, Triple or Quad Room……………………. $99.99  

  

FEBRUARY 10  

Single, Double, Triple or Quad Room…………  $199.99  

Conference Fees Hotel Accommodations 

Registration 

Is your organization interested in  
sponsoring the event? Contact Dan Drury 

(ddrury@o4cg.com or 414-433-1210 ext. 104) 

http://www.aaiddwi.org/events/wi-annual-conference-february-16-17-wisconsin-dells/
mailto:ddrury@o4cg.com
mailto:ddrury@o4cg.com
mailto:ddrury@o4cg.com

